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Wendy Hills was traveling in Barcelona when
she saw something she had to have: the
outdoor lounge at the W Hotel. “This is what |
want my yard to look like," she told her friend,

But back home in Praire Vilage, she had
trouble getting anyone to understand and
translate her vision. *| wanted something rmare
moadern but not 0 much that it wouldn't
complement the house — no spirea or rosebud
in curved beds around a wood deck and grill,”
she explains,

She assembled a folder of tear sheels
showing images that inspired her and tagged
a book that became her modern-design bible:
“1,000 Visual Tips on Garden Design”™ by
Marta Serrats. She intenviewed two landscape
architects and, undarwhalmed by both of their
approaches, almost gave up. “They didn't get
it,” Hills says.

Her landscaper, Matt Bolger of Wardrip
Landscaping, who designed and maintains the
beds at the front of har homea, then introduced
her to Kurt Kraisinger of LORAX Design Group.
*| honestly didn't have that much faith after

having been through two landscape architects,”
she says. "But he nailed it.”

When Kraisinger handed her his drawings,
she asked for a few days to think about how
some of the design features would function —
then sha decided not to changea anything except
a coupls of plants. “| hope he understands what
a huge cornpliment that is,” says Hills, who was
an architecture undergrad before switching to
law. “I'm normally such a control freak in the
nitty-gritty detajis.”

Kraisinger took an angular approach (o the
awkowardly shaped yard rather than the smooth
curves Hills was trying to avoid. His design
begins at the side entrance 1o the yard, where
an 8-foot sliding door opens to limestone steps
through a path of clump Aspen trees to a wood
boardwalk that hugs the back of the house.
An elevated patio was designated for seating,
sidlad up next to a horzontally sided backdrop
that containg a subtle-sounding waterfall,
The ground level comprises a dining table, fire
feature and kitchan,
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designed the metal pergola
Akram, who fabricated and painted it. Hills
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She had Kraisinger include a raised bed for

growing v 5 on the { g of the vard and







